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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 3, 5-9, 12-14 and 17-19 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims 5-9, 12-14 and 17-19 not 
been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dean et 
al(US 6,414,489 Bl). 

With regard to claim 1, Dean discloses a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) device 
(Figure 1 A) conq)rising a diagnostic space (#32), a main magnetic system for generating a main 
magnetic field in said diagnostic space (#10), a gradient magnetic coil system conqprising a 
gradient coil for generating at least one gradient of the main magnetic field (#18), and noise 
reducing means for reducing noise that is generated as a resuh of vibrations of the gradient coil, 
characterized in that the noise reducing means comprises a sound-absorbing panel disposed 
between the gradient coil and the diagnostic space (#30). 
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4. With regards to claims 2 and 18, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1, characterized 
in that the sound-absorbing panel has an absorption coefficient in the order of at least 0.5, niore 
preferably in the order of at least 0.75 dB for at least part of the frequency range between 20 Hz 
and 4000 Hz (columns 3 and 4, lines 52 - 67 and 1 - 22, respectively). 

5. With respect to claim 3, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1, characterized in that 
the sound-absorbing panel comprises channels having an open end and a close end (Figures 1 
and 2). 

6. With respect to claim 4, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1, characterized in that 
said channels extend at least substantially in a direction parallel to the direction between the 
diagnostic space and the gradient coil (Figures 1 and 2). 

7. With respect to claim 5, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1, characterized in that 
the channels extend at least substantially perpendicularly to the direction between the diagnostic 
space and the gradient coil, at least one the side of their closed ends (Figures 1 and 2). 

8. With respect to claim 6, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1, characterized in that 
the open ends of at least some of the channels are present on the side of the associated channels 
that faces towards the diagnostic spaces (Figures 1 and 2). 

9. With respect to claim 7, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1 , characterized in that 
the open ends of at least some of the channels are present on the side of the associated channels 
that face towards the gradient coil (Figures 1 and 2). 

10. With respect to claim 8, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1, characterized in that 
the cross dimension of at least a part of the channels on the side of the associated open ends is 
maximally 15 mm, preferably maximally 10 mm (Column 3, lines 52-65). 
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1 1 . With respect to claim 1 5, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1 , characterized in that 
the radio frequency transmission coil system comprises an electrically conductive winding which 
extends at least in part between at least some of the channels (Figure 1). 

12. With respect to claim 16, Dean discloses the MRI device of claim 1 , characterized in that 
the radio frequency transmission coil system conprises at least one electrically conductive layer, 
with which the sound-absorbing panel is coated on the side of the diagnostic space and which 
openings are present at the location of any open ends of the channels that may be present on the 
side of the diagnostic space (Figures 1 and 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 10-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

14. The following is a statement of reasons fpr the indication of allowable subject matter: 

a. With respect to claim 10, the claim has been found allowable over the prior art of 
record because the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest a magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) device characterized in that the cross dimension of the part of the 
channels on the side of the associated closed ends is larger than a cross dimension of the 
part of the channels present on the side of the associated open ends with the remaining 
limitations of claim 9 above. 

b. With respect to claim 1 1 , the claim has been found allowable over the prior art of 
record because the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest a magnetic resonance 
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imaging (MRI) device characterized in that the proportion between the cross dimension 
of the part of the channels on the side of the associated closed ends and the cross 
dimension of the part of the channels on the side of the associated open ends is at least in 
the order of 2.5, preferably at least in the order of 4.0 with the remaining limitations of 
claim 10. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dixomara Vargas whose telephone number is (571) 272-2252. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8:00 am. to 4:30 pm.. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Dixomara Vargas 



Diego Gutierrez 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 
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October 16, 2006 



